
THE DOCTRINES OF THE BIBLE 
Titus 2:1 But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine: 

Study 19 
RELIGION 

 

James 1:27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in 
their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 
 

Today we are going to see what the Bible has to say about religion.   
 

1) RELIGION DEFINED. 
 (DEF)  Any system of faith and worship.  In this sense, religion comprehends the belief 
and worship of pagans and Mohammedans, as well as of Christians; any religion consisting in 
the belief of a superior power or powers governing the world, and in the worship of such pow-
er or powers.  Thus we speak of the religion of the Turks, of the Hindus, of the Indians, etc. as 
well as of the Christian religion.  We speak of false religion, as well as of true religion. 
 

2) RELIGION AND CHURCH ARE NOT SYNONYMOUS. 
Church is a place, house of God, while religion is a system of beliefs.  
 

3) THERE IS ONLY ONE VERSE IN ALL THE BIBLE THAT MENTIONS RELIGION 
IN A POSITIVE LIGHT. 
James 1:27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in 
their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 
 

4) THE OTHER TIMES RELIGION IS MENTIONED IN THE BIBLE. 
 

 A. Jesus preached against the Pharisees, they were not true to the Word of God,  
and they had a hand in crucifying our Lord. 
Acts 26:5 Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify, that after the most straitest sect of our reli-
gion I lived a Pharisee. 
 

 B. it was the Jews’ religion that promoted the persecution of the church. 
Galatians 1:13 For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond meas-
ure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it: 
 14 And profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zeal-
ous of the traditions of my fathers.  
 

 C. This verse speaks of vain, worthless, religion. 
James 1:26 If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own 
heart, this man's religion is vain. 
 

5) THE WORD RELIGION ONLY APPEARS IN 5 VERSES OF THE SCRIPTURE 
WHILE THE CHURCH OR HOUSE OF GOD APPEARS IN HUNDREDS OF VERSES 
IN THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS. 
 

6) THERE ARE ONLY TWO TYPES OF CHURCHES IN THE WORLD– RELIGIOUS 
BASED AND BIBLE BASED. 
 

7) A RELIGIOUS BASED CHURCH HOLDS TO THE TRADITIONS OF MAN OVER 
THE WORD OF GOD. 
Matthew 15:1 ¶ Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying, 
 2 Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat 
bread. 
 3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradi-
tion? 
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 4 For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him 
die the death. 
 5 But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be prof-
ited by me; 
 6 And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of 
none effect by your tradition. 
 7 Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, 
 8 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far 
from me. 
 9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 
 

Mark 7:1 ¶ Then came together unto him the Pharisees, and certain of the scribes, which came from Jerusa-
lem. 
 2 And when they saw some of his disciples eat bread with defiled, that is to say, with unwashen, hands, they 
found fault. 
 3 For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, except they wash their hands oft, eat not, holding the tradition of the 
elders. 
 4 And when they come from the market, except they wash, they eat not. And many other things there be, which 
they have received to hold, as the washing of cups, and pots, brasen vessels, and of tables. 
 5 Then the Pharisees and scribes asked him, Why walk not thy disciples according to the tradition of the el-
ders, but eat bread with unwashen hands? 
 6 He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people 
honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. 
 7 Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 
 8 For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: 
and many other such like things ye do. 
 9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition. 
 10 For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, Whoso curseth father or mother, let him die the 
death: 
 11 But ye say, If a man shall say to his father or mother, It is Corban, that is to say, a gift, by whatsoever thou 
mightest be profited by me; he shall be free. 
 12 And ye suffer him no more to do ought for his father or his mother; 
 13 Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such like 
things do ye. 
 

Galatians 1:14 And profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being more ex-
ceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers. 
 15 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace, 
 16 To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh 
and blood: 
 

Colossians 2:6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: 
 7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with 
thanksgiving. 
 8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudi-
ments of the world, and not after Christ. 
 

1 Peter 1:18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, 
from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 
 19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 
 

8) THE ONLY TRADITIONS THAT ARE CORRECT AND SAFE TO PRACTICE ARE 
THOSE WHICH ARE DERIVED FROM THE WORD OF GOD. 
2 Thessalonians 2:15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, 
whether by word, or our epistle. 
 

2 Thessalonians 3:6 ¶ Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw 
yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us. 
 7 For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you; 
 8 Neither did we eat any man's bread for nought; but wrought with labour and travail night and day, that we 



might not be chargeable to any of you: 
 9 Not because we have not power, but to make ourselves an ensample unto you to follow us. 
 10 For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he 
eat. 
 11 For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies. 
 12 Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, 
and eat their own bread. 
 13 But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing. 
 14 And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, that he 
may be ashamed. 
 15 Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother. 
 

9) RELIGION IS NOT THE WAY FOR ONE TO GET TO HEAVEN. 
Matthew 7:21 ¶ Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he 
that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 
 22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have 
cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 
 23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 
 

10) THERE ARE FALSE PROPHETS/RELIGIONS. 
Psalm 119:104 Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false way. 
 

Psalm 119:128 Therefore I esteem all thy precepts concerning all things to be right; and I hate every false 
way. 
 

Jeremiah 5:30 A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the land; 
 31 The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; and my people love to have it so: 
and what will ye do in the end thereof? 
 

Jeremiah 10:14 Every man is brutish in his knowledge: every founder is confounded by the graven image: for 
his molten image is falsehood, and there is no breath in them. 
 15 They are vanity, and the work of errors: in the time of their visitation they shall perish. 
 

Jeremiah 14:14 Then the LORD said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in my name: I sent them not, neither 
have I commanded them, neither spake unto them: they prophesy unto you a false vision and divination, and a 
thing of nought, and the deceit of their heart. 
 15 Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the prophets that prophesy in my name, and I sent them not, yet 
they say, Sword and famine shall not be in this land; By sword and famine shall those prophets be consumed. 
 16 And the people to whom they prophesy shall be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine 
and the sword; and they shall have none to bury them, them, their wives, nor their sons, nor their daughters: 
for I will pour their wickedness upon them. 
 

Jeremiah 23:23 Am I a God at hand, saith the LORD, and not a God afar off? 
 24 Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? saith the LORD. Do not I fill heaven and 
earth? saith the LORD. 
 25 I have heard what the prophets said, that prophesy lies in my name, saying, I have dreamed, I have 
dreamed. 
 26 How long shall this be in the heart of the prophets that prophesy lies? yea, they are prophets of the deceit 
of their own heart; 
 27 Which think to cause my people to forget my name by their dreams which they tell every man to his neigh-
bour, as their fathers have forgotten my name for Baal. 
 28 The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream; and he that hath my word, let him speak my word 
faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat? saith the LORD. 
 29 Is not my word like as a fire? saith the LORD; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces? 
 30 Therefore, behold, I am against the prophets, saith the LORD, that steal my words every one from his 
neighbour. 
 31 Behold, I am against the prophets, saith the LORD, that use their tongues, and say, He saith. 
 32 Behold, I am against them that prophesy false dreams, saith the LORD, and do tell them, and cause my 
people to err by their lies, and by their lightness; yet I sent them not, nor commanded them: therefore they 
shall not profit this people at all, saith the LORD. 
 



Jeremiah 29:8 ¶ For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Let not your prophets and your diviners, 
that be in the midst of you, deceive you, neither hearken to your dreams which ye cause to be dreamed. 
 9 For they prophesy falsely unto you in my name: I have not sent them, saith the LORD. 
 

Matthew 7:15 ¶ Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are raven-
ing wolves. 
 16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 
 17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 
 18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 
 19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 
 20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 
 

Matthew 24:11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. 
 12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. 
 

Matthew 24:23 Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. 
 24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch 
that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. 
 25 Behold, I have told you before. 
 26 Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the secret 
chambers; believe it not. 
 

Acts 13:6 And when they had gone through the isle unto Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, 
a Jew, whose name was Barjesus: 
 7 Which was with the deputy of the country, Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; who called for Barnabas and 
Saul, and desired to hear the word of God. 
 8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpretation) withstood them, seeking to turn away the dep-
uty from the faith. 
 9 Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him, 
 10 And said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt 
thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord? 
 11 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a season. 
And immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went about seeking some to lead him by the 
hand. 
 

2 Corinthians 11:13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles 
of Christ. 
 14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 
 15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose 
end shall be according to their works. 
 

Galatians 1:6 ¶ I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto 
another gospel: 
 7 Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. 
 8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed. 
 9 As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have re-
ceived, let him be accursed. 
 

2 Peter 2:1 ¶ But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among 
you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon 
themselves swift destruction. 
 2 And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 
 

1 John 4:1 ¶ Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false 
prophets are gone out into the world. 
 

Revelation 2:9 I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of 
them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan. 


